
Federal trademark registration is a legal proceeding. When you file a trademark      

application with the United States Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO), you are initiating a 

legal proceeding. For that reason, the USPTO strongly encourages you to hire an attorney to 

assist you. An attorney can provide legal advice, conduct a pre-application clearance search, 

and help you enforce and maintain your trademark rights. Remember: if you are a foreign-

domiciled trademark owner, you must hire a U.S.-licensed attorney to represent you before the 

office. 

Visit www.uspto.gov/trademarks-getting-started/why-hire-private-trademark-attorney to learn 

more about the benefits of hiring an experienced trademark attorney. 

The webpage also contains links to free and reduced-price legal resources, such as: 

 The USPTO’s Law School Clinic program that represents applicants for free. 

 The International Trademark Association’s Trademark Clearinghouse program that   

represents applicants for free. 

 The American Bar Association’s list of legal resources, including free representation. 

Please note that the USPTO cannot recommend an attorney or help you select one. 

For additional information, contact the Trademark Assistance Center at 1-800-786-9199 or 

TrademarkAssistanceCenter@uspto.gov. 
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